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Roman Caversham

With its proximity to the River Thames and links 
to London, the rising slopes of Caversham were 
clearly a popular location in years gone by, as 
many Roman artefacts have been found in the 
Caversham and Mapledurham locality. 

In the Berkshire Archaeology report 2011 
they listed 27 findspots in the immediate area 
mainly consisting of pottery, tile and coins and 
the find locations include: Henley Road, St 
Peters Avenue, Southview Avenue, Surley Row, 
Kidmore Road and Westdene Crescent. Notably, 
other significant finds have been located at 
larger and more distinguished properties such 
as Hemdean House, Grove House, Rosehill 
House (bracelet) and Deans Farm (a well and 
font).

What you should do if you ever make a find: 
Report any object that is undisturbed in its 
primary context - in a container, or below the 
plough-soil - to the landowner and (with their 
agreement, unless it is a legal requirement) 

Even though Caversham is listed in the 
Domesday Book in 1086 in its previous 
form of ‘Caversha’, there has been over 
recent years more clues of its earlier 
heritage surfacing.

to an appropriate archaeologist. It is 
important to leave the find where it is so 
that the setting and circumstances can be 
assessed by an archaeologist.

Finds Liaison Officers in England and Wales 
from the Portable Antiquities Scheme can 
be found on their website: http://finds.
org.uk/contacts

HMRC data 
HMRC data indicated that 1.75 million people 
declared income from property during 2015-2016, 
an increase from 1.63 million in 2012-13. Rental 
portfolios gave landlords a combined net income 
of £14.2bn during that period, up nearly £1billion 
in 12 months.

Figures released this week by HM Revenue & 
Customs show a 7% rise in the number of UK 
landlords in 2014-15.

Stop Press... 
Top selling agent in the Caversham area/RG4 postcode
An independent market research company lists Farmer & Dyer as the top performing 
estate agent in the RG4 postcode.
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As our business continues to grow we have swelled the ranks of our staff by adding three new 
fresh faces to our fantastic team. 

In the sales department, Caversham based Max Smith joined in May as a Sales Negotiator having 
previously worked in the Reading area and in our busy lettings department we have appointed 
Lyn Cole and Holly Sommerville focussing on property management, both bringing a wealth of 
customer experience to the company.

We are also delighted to announce the promotion of George Hodder to Sales Manager. George 
has shown considerable development and maturity over the last three years, skilfully agreeing 
many sales and progressing sales transactions through to exchange of contracts to the pleasure 
of many of our clients.

Fresh Faces

Caversham Park

George Hodder

Max Smith

Since 1943, Caversham Park has been the home of BBC 
Monitoring, whose offices still summarise news from 150 
countries in 100 different languages for the BBC. But after the 
funding cut was revealed in July, the remaining journalists, 
academics and translators are to leave the country estate, rebuilt 
in 1850, for new offices in London. 

It is the end of an era for this former stately 
home after the BBC announced a £4Million 
funding cut to its Monitoring Station which 
is based at Caversham Park.

So what does the 
future hold?
Caversham Park still retains approximately 
300 acres of land and there is a likelihood 
that it will undoubtedly look to be sold, 
with property development the most 
likely route to maximise the sale. Often 
former stately homes are converted into 
smaller dwellings or it may become of 
interest commercially, such as a hotel, spa, 
company headquarters etc.  It is situated 
in a perfect residential position with 
access to all amenties and roads within 
a sustainable area and will, no doubt, 
generate a lot of interest when it is sold.

Holly Sommervillle
Lyn Cole


